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Simon Jenkins  is a journalist and author. He writes a column twice weekly for the 
Guardian and weekly for the London Evening Standard, as well as broadcasting for the 
BBC.  Previously he wrote columns for the Times newspaper, which he at one time 
edited.  His career began on Country Life magazine and continued on the Times 
Educational Supplement, the Economist (political editor) and the Sunday Times (books 
editor).  His books include works on the press, politics, and architecture, his latest book 
is Wales – Churches, Houses, Castles, published in 2008 by Penguin.  He became 
Chairman of the National Trust on 1st November 2008. 
 

 
Gwyn Miles  is a scientist by training, with a degree in Physiology from 
Bristol University, she took up her post as Director of the Somerset House 
Trust in January 2006. The Trust’s vision is to complete the restoration of 
the eighteenth century estate of Somerset House, create a sustainable 
cultural community to occupy it and provide a new cultural legacy for future 
generations. Previously she was Director of Projects and Estate at the V&A 
where she was responsible for the implementation of FuturePlan, an 
ambitious scheme that will make the V&A’s historic buildings and world-
class collections attractive and accessible to a wide possible audience.  She 

has considerable knowledge and experience in crafts and applied arts as well as buildings and museum 
management.  
 
 

Sir Patrick Cormack  is the Conservative Member of Parliament for South 
Staffordshire and has served continuously in the House of Commons since 1970. He 
has held a variety of posts during that period and served on a number of Select 
Committees.  To mention a few: Chairman of the House of Commons Works of Art 
Committee and Chairman of the History of Parliament Trust, Chairman of the All-Party 
Arts and Heritage Group.  Outside the House he has played a prominent part in 
Heritage and Arts Committees. He is a former Vice President of the Society of 
Antiquaries. He is a Vice President of the National Churches Trust and is President of 
the Staffordshire Historic Churches Trust, the Staffordshire Parks and Gardens Trust 
and the Staffordshire Historic Buildings Trust. He is a Freeman of the City of London, 

an Honorary Citizen of Texas, and a Commander of the Order of the Lion of Finland. He has written six 
books, including one on the Palace of Westminster, one on English cathedrals and one on British 
castles, and the life of William Wilberforce.  
 
 

John Edwards  is UK Director of multi disciplined heritage and historic building 
consultancy practice, TKB Southgate Associates where he is responsible for 
providing services that range from historic significance analysis to detailed 
pathological investigations of buildings. He is also Chair of the CIOB’s 
Conservation, Maintenance and Refurbishment Group. John initiated, led and 
project-managed the award winning conservation and development project at 
Cardiff Castle, where he was Cardiff Castle Surveyor to the Fabric until 2008. 
John also has a particular interest in the management of historic buildings, and 
is the course tutor in the Facilities Management of Historic Buildings, on the 
post graduate conservation programme at the University of Reading, College of 
Estate Management. John is qualified in building and architectural conservation 
at post graduate level as well as RICS accredited in building conservation. 

 



 
 
 
 

Professor Graham Martin  is the Head of the Science Section at the V&A 
Museum. He holds a first degree in Applied Chemistry, a masters in Analytical 
Chemistry, was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry and is 
Visiting Professor of Conservation Science at the University of Derby. The 
team of six professional level scientists in his team has a wide remit – 
preventive conservation being one of them. The storage and display 
conditions of the collection have a direct impact on the condition of objects. 
He has published on a wide variety of topics from object dating and 
authentication, dosimeter production for pollutants and light, display case 
performance and monitoring ambient environments. A major new project 

recently started is to look into polymer collection care. 
 
 
 

Patrick Woodroffe  has been responsible for the lighting for many of the top names 
in the music business and musical theatre, ballet and film.  In addition to his work in 
live performance he has been responsible for some important architectural lighting 
schemes, including the temporary lighting of La Grande Cascade restaurant in Paris 
and Mortons restaurant in Los Angeles, the gardens at High Grove House for HRH 
The Prince of Wales, The Ukrainian Institute in New York and the Serpentine 
Gallery in Hyde Park for Vanity Fair. He has designed permanent installations at 
The Millennium Dome, Prague Castle for President Vaclav Havel, the Schlumberger 
Headquarters in Vienna and Yo! Sushi, the high-tech sushi restaurant in Soho. 
 

 
 
 

 
Alistair Guthrie  is a Director of Ove Arup & Partners and is leader of the Arup 
Global Buildings Sustainability network.  He is a Founder Member of the UK 
Green Building Council and a Special Professor in Environmental Design at the 
University of Nottingham.  He has wide experience of working in multi-disciplinary 
teams on the design and supervision of services in building projects in England, 
Italy, France, America and Japan.  This experience includes not only detailed 
design work in mechanical services and sustainable design but also building 
physics, energy studies, day lighting and air movement analysis and the creation 
of microclimates.  Alistair has extensive experience in the climate control of 
museum projects in Europe and America for both new and existing buildings. 
 

 
 

 
Chris Wood  is Head of the Building Conservation & Research Team at 
English Heritage where he has worked for the last 15 years.  The team 
specialises in dealing with the problems of deteriorating materials on 
historic structures. He is responsible for running a number of research 
and training programmes.   More recently he has been working on a 
number of initiatives which seek to improve energy efficiency in historic 
buildings without causing harm to their character and appearance; about 
which he will be speaking.   Prior to English Heritage he was a director of 
an architectural practice specialising in the repair and refurbishment of 

historic buildings.  This followed 14 years as a conservation officer with two local authorities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Rob Jarman leads the National Trust's development of policies and practices for 
sustainable management of its lands and buildings and all their associated assets 
and interests. Rob is a geographer turned natural scientist turned environmentalist 
with 35 years experience in nature conservation, 'green' land and building 
management and implementation of sustainability projects for renewable energy, 
water, soil and materials. Rob initiated and led the Trust's work on climate change 
since 1995, integrating adaptation with mitigation measures, focusing initially on 
coastal zone issues and now on river basin and land use issues. Current work 
focuses on sustainable land use for food and fibre, and energy and water 
resources, and how to engage individuals and communities in developing their 
own solutions. 

  
 
 

Rt Hon Lord Smith of Finsbury (Chris Smith)  is Chairman of the Environment 
Agency.    In 1983 he became MP for Islington South and Finsbury.  He served on 
the Environment Select Committee until 1986, and sponsored a Private Member’s 
Bill, the Environment and Safety Information Act, in 1988.   In 1992 he joined the 
Shadow Cabinet as Shadow Secretary of State for Environmental Protection, and 
two years later moved to Heritage, then Social Security and Health.  When Labour 
came to power in 1997 he became Secretary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, and Chairman of the Millennium Commission.  He returned to the back 
benches after the 2001 election, and stood down from the House of Commons in 
2005. Immediately afterwards he was created a life peer, taking the title of Lord 
Smith of Finsbury, and took his seat in the House of Lords in July 2005. From 
2003 to 2008 he was the founding Director of the Clore Leadership Programme. 

 
 
 

 
Anthony Perry  is a Flood Risk Manager for the Environment Agency and is 
responsible for the West Area of the Midlands Region.   Anthony’s career started 
at a small building surveyors in Worcestershire where he worked for 6 years as a 
trainee.  In the early 1990s he joined the National Rivers Authority and trained as 
a Flood Defence Engineer. Since 2000, Anthony has undertaken a number of 
management posts within the Environment Agency.  In 2005 he became the 
West Area Flood Risk Manager in the Midlands Region covering the River 
Severn and Warwickshire Avon.  He was at the forefront of the flood emergency 
on the River Severn and Avon in July 2007 and was responsible for co-ordinating 
the use of temporary flood barriers to protect electricity power stations in    

            Gloucester.   
 
 

 
Brian Human  has worked in urban and environmental planning for over 30 years.    
He has recently left Cambridge City Council, where he was Head of Policy and 
Projects leading a multidisciplinary team dealing with planning, conservation, 
transport, urban design and sustainability issues.  He is now an independent 
consultant taking an interdisciplinary approach to urban planning issues.  During his 
career Brian has built up a strong interest and knowledge in tourism planning and 
destination management.  He was Chair of the English Historic Towns Forum in 
2006-2008 and is currently Vice Chair – the Forum promotes best practice and 
interdisciplinary working in historic towns and cities.   

 
 
 



 
Jeff Cherrington  works for the National Trust in North Cornwall managing 
property between Boscastle and Morwenstow on the Devon/Cornwall border.  
Prior to this he has worked for Natural England, Dartmoor National Park, The US 
National Park service in Tennessee.  Following the extreme flood event in the 
village of Boscastle, in 2004, Jeff took up the post of Boscastle Regeneration 
Project Officer.  The role involved co-ordinating National Trust input into the 
Regeneration Steering Group, European grant funded projects, the Flood 
Alleviation Scheme, community liaison and refurbishment of the Trust’s buildings 
and structures.  The latter includes a youth hostel, residential accommodation, 
holiday cottages, a lime kiln, workshops, garages, roads, walls and a bridge. 
 
 
 

 
 
Henry Russell  read History at Christ’s College, Cambridge and then qualified as 
a chartered surveyor.  He is chairman of Gloucester Diocesan Advisory 
Committee for Faculties and the Care of Churches. The role of the DAC is to 
advise the Diocesan Chancellor on matters relating to church fabric, alterations, 
additions and repairs. He is also course director of the Conservation of the 
Historic Environment programme at the College of Estate Management, Reading, 
which offers a post-graduate diploma and an MSc. He is a board member of the 
RICS Building Conservation Forum and is a trustee of The Georgian Group, the 
society which seeks to protect 18th and early 19th century building, together with 
Woodchester Mansion Trust and a member of the Institute for Historic Building 
Conservation.  
 

 
 
 

Sarah Staniforth  was appointed Historic Properties Director at the National Trust 
in January 2005.   From 2002-2004 she was Head Conservator.   She joined the 
National Trust in 1985 as Adviser on Paintings Conservation and Environmental 
Control.   She read chemistry at Oxford University, studied paintings conservation 
at the Courtauld Institute of Art and worked in the scientific department of the 
National Gallery from 1980-1985.  For many years she served on the Council of 
IIC (International Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works. She 
joined the Council of the Museums Association in 2005.   She is a member of the 
Westminster Abbey Fabric Commission.  She has written and lectured 
extensively on preventive conservation for collections in museums and historic 
houses; some of this work is recorded in the National Trust Manual of 
Housekeeping, which was published in 2006. She is working on the Getty 

Conservation Institute Readings in Preventive Conservation due for publication in Fall 2010. 
 
 

 
Douglas Kent  is the Technical Secretary at the Society for the Protection of 
Ancient Buildings (SPAB) and a Chartered Building Surveyor with an MSc in the 
Conservation of Buildings. He is responsible for the SPAB’s technical activities, 
including enquiries, publications and courses of a technical nature.  The Society 
is presently involved with research into the energy efficiency and sustainability of 
old buildings.  He is a member of the Technical Sub-committee of the Institute of 
Historic Building Conservation, the Committees of the Traditional Paint Forum 
and Conservation of Historic Thatch group, and English Heritage’s Stone 
Roofing Working Group. He writes widely on technical matters and has 
contributed to various radio and television programmes, which include BBC2’s 
Return to Lullingstone Castle. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Carl Morgan  has over 16 years of experience in the construction industry, 
having worked on the contractor’s arm as well as the client. He has experience 
as contracts manager and estimator as well as building surveying on projects 
ranging from civil engineering to new builds, refurbishments and conservation.  
He has worked for the National Trust for the last six years and is currently the 
Building Manager for Wales, based in Llandeilo.  He has overall responsibility for 
delivering approximately £8m work annually, and his team of surveyors deliver a 
professional internal consultancy, advisory and practitioner service for the 
National Trust properties in Wales. 
 


